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- 4“GRECO is considered a  difficult
pamte: as ‘Blake is considered a difficult -
’I'hf.y are,dlﬂicult because so few qu;,




And yet such, in most difficulties about art, is
the true admission.

'The difficult painters are not usually those

of high intellectual powers, but those of rare
mmner vision. It is in fact not their difficulty
but their peculiarity which worries us; and
those who hotly condemn the peculiarit- ~f
El Greco are merely letting loose the Pouw. .ap
in themselves. With a fine disregard of
chronology and fact, 1 have heard them attach
to Greco that delicious modern catchword of
Podsnappery—Bolshevist.

And yet really, when we come to grips
with it, the problem offered by El Greco is not
so very alarming. It is true that in many of
his pictures the natural laws of anatomy and
colour ate obviously ignored; but on what
authority is art bound down to those laws ?
And since the work of every artist is distinc-

tively his with personal qualities of form and
colour, who shall say which of them obeys
these so-glibly proclaimed laws of nature ?
Is it not only a matter of degree? Does not
every artist in fact take ‘just those liberties
with Nature which suit his own tempera-
ment ?  And does it not therefore probably
© "= that the more pcculmr the temperament
the greater the Qo which the artist will
take ? , as if the difficulty
of Greco g his own tempera-
lem in psychology
etics which so terrifies

Unforrunately we know nothing significant
of El Greco as a man, and therefore we must
interpret him from his works. The process
is citcular: we divine the man behind the
works and understand the works by the
temperament of the man.,
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BURIAL OF COUNT A"ORGAX
Church af 8. Tomd Toledo,
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PLATE X\VI
INKOCENT X
Dorla Palace, Rowme.




PLATE XVIE
THE VIRGIM
The Prada, Madrid,




PLATE XVIH
FORTRAIT OF HIS SON

Semille,




PLATE XIX
RODRIGD VAZOQUEE
The Prade, Madrid,




PLATE XX
PORTRAIT OF A PRELATE
Municipal Library, Toleda,




PLATE XXI
MORTRAIT
The Pristo, Madred,






